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The University of Dayton News Release 
Feb. 4, 1992 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH HERE'S A PRIMER COURSE 
IN WHO Is WHO IN BLACK LITERATURE AND ART 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Herbert Woodward Martin, University of 
Dayton English professor and poet-in-residence, would prefer to 
see people pay attention to black culture all year long and to 
see the works of black authors, artists and composers included 1n 
the mainstream. 
But if a Black History Month bookstore display sparks your 
interest in exploring black literature, here are some suggested 
titles from Martin, who is teaching a course in black American 
writers this semester: 
Gorilla, My Love, a collection of short stories by Toni 
Cade Bambara. 
The Salt Eaters, a novel by Toni Cade Bambara. 
Twenty-six Ways of Looking at a Black Man, poems by 
Raymond Patterson. 
Images of Kin, poems by Michael Harper. 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, an autobiography by 
Maya Angelou. 
Beloved, a Pulitzer prize-winning novel by Toni 
Morrison. 
This is My Century, new and collected poems by Margaret 
Walker. 
De Mayor of Harlem, poems by David Henderson. 
Things Ain't What They Used to Be, essays by Al Young. 
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Black History Month Suggestions: Page 2 
Black History Month also offers an opportunity to become 
acquainted with artists such as Jacob Lawrence, an expressionist 
painter, and Romare Bearden, creator of 20th-century collages, 
says Martin. Bearden's Autumn of the Red Hat was selected for 
the exhibition "A Nation's Legacy" on view at the Columbus Museum 
of Art through March 15. 
For people looking to learn about the contributions of black 
composers of classical music, Martin recommends the works of 
William Grant still, George Walker, Ulysses Kay, Margaret Bonds 
and William Dawson. The "Black Composers Series" collection from 
Columbia Masterworks features music by 18th- and 19th-century 
composers. 
Martin, an expert in the works of Dayton poet Paul Laurence 
Dunbar, includes works by black authors like Ralph Ellison and 
James Baldwin when he teaches American literature "so we don't 
turn our attention just once a year to black culture. But if you 
don't do this (during Black History Month), it's cause for people 
not to do it at all." 
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For interviews, contact Herbert Martin at (513) 229-3439. 
